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History of the Church
of
St. Francis and St. Martha

The Church of St. Francis of Assisi had its beginning in June 1945 when a small group of black
Episcopalians gathered at the Carver Center in White Plains for prayers. They were there because they
were not welcome in neighboring white Episcopal Churches. As they grew in numbers, the Rev. Arnold
Ross was assigned to them by the Bishop of New York, and they continued to hold their services
wherever they could find suitable accommodation. One such place was the basement of the Elmsford
Village Hall.

In December,1947, the Rev. Alger Adams was appointed Vicar, and his determination was to find a
permanent place of worship. After a long search, he discovered a small wooden structure in the Catskills
that had been built in 1890 and left vacant for 30 years. A plot of land was purchased from the Town of
Greenburgh, and the little building in the Catskills was taken apart and conveyed by truck to be erected
at 575 Tarrytown Road, White Plains.

On November 4,1951, the Corner Stone was laid to establish permanently the Church of St. Francis of
Assissi. A dream for a handful of faithful christians had come true. It is the 25th Anniversary of this
dream that we celebrated on Saturday, October 2,1976.

In September,1932, a Sunday School class was started in the Parkway Homes section of Greenburgh.
In October,1933, the Church of St. James the Less, Scarsdale, assumed responsibility for the small con-
gregation there, and the first celebration of Holy Communion was held in the Krafts Homestead
Restaurant on Virginia Road (the present site of the River Park Apartments) on November 12,1933.

A site was dedicated for a Church on Edgepark Road on Palm Sunday 1935, and this small congrega-
tion became an organized Mission on April 16,1940, This was St. Martha’s Church, a white congregation.
As the Parkway Homes neighborhood changed, so did the color of St. Martha’s congregation.

Soon the question of the feasibility of supporting two Mission Churches so close together was raised
by the Diocese of New York. After much consultation, the decision was made to merge the two congrega-
tions. In 1967, the Church of St. Francis and St. Martha was established at the site of the St. Francis
Mission, 575 Tarrytown Road, White Plains, New York.

On August 21,1977, this church was incorporated to become an independent parish in the Diocese of
New York.
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New HoMmE of St Francis of Assisi,
Elmsford, St. Thomas', Rifton, which is being
moved piece-meal, enlarged and refurbished
upon the Elmsford site.
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HAROLD D. MOCK + DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION & DEVELOPMENT - (212) Rl 81100

February 1, 1967
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The amalgemation of two White Plains congregations into one on February 12th
was announced today by the Rt. Rev. Horace W. B. Donegan, Episcopal Bishop of New York.

Formerly known as St. Francis of Assisi, Elmford, and St. Martha's, North Vhite
Plains, the new congregations will take the name of St. Francis of Assisi and
St. Martha's, White Plains, The Rev. Albert E. Robinson, currently wvicar of both
churches, will continue in this post for the new congregation, which will use the
St. Francis church building, at the juncture of Routes 100 and 119.

St. Martha's building, on the edge of the Bronx River Parkway, will be returned
to secular use following services there Sunday, February Sth.

Both congregations are missions,bsubsidized by the Missions department of the
Episcopal Diocese of New York. ©St. Francis of Assisi was organized in 1946, and
moved to its present site in 1951; St. Martha's was built in the early 30's. Both
propertvies are oyned by the diocese, and serve predominently Negro areas.

Plans are under discussion elther to enlarge the present St. Francis facilities,
or to build a new church in a nearby urban renewal district east of Tarrytown Roead.

The first service for the newly combined congregation will bhe held Sunday,
February 12th, with Holy Communion at 9:00 a.m. and Confirmation at 11:00 g.m. by
the Rt. Rev. J. Stuart Wetmore, Suffragan Bishop of New York. Until further notice,
services on subsequent Sundays will be held at these times, with concurrent Sunday

School classes.



Date: August 21, 1977

APPLICATION
TO
THE CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK
ASSEMBLED IN
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN:
THAT SAID CONVENTION ADMIT THE RELIGIOUS CORPORATION
NAMED
THE RECTOR, CHURCHWARDENS AND VESTRYMEMBERS
OF ST, FRANCIS OF ASSISI AND ST. MARTHA'S CHURCH,
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK
AS A PARISH INTO UNION WITH THE
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THIS DIOCESE.

(Seal)




