Lesson Plans that Work
Absalom Jones (1746-1818)
Lesson Plans for Older and Younger Children
Feast Day, February 13

Background: The saints are “the lights of the world in every generation,” people whose lives
and deeds have shone brightly and helped others more closely follow God. There are saints who
lived long ago and there are saints living and working in the world today, saints who are known
by the church and saints who are known only to God. We say that the church—we—are part of
the Communion of Saints, the company of all faithful people, connected through our baptism to
those Christians who have died, those who are alive now, and those who haven’t yet been born.
The word “saint” means holy. In the Episcopal Church we have a Calendar of Saints, Holy
Women, Holy Men that helps us remember these saints on their feast day with the reading of
scripture and prayer.

Supplies needed: You will need a prayer table, a white cloth for prayer table, a candle, pre-cut
cardstock and writing instruments (crayons, markers and card decorations) to make cards and
pictures. For older children you will also need a Bible.

Before: Prepare your prayer/gathering space with a small table, or space with a piece of cloth. If
you like, you might place a picture of Absalom Jones (found at the end of the lesson) on the
table. You will also need adequate table space for card-making and the church prayer list to
secure names of people to whom you will send cards.

Beginning: Gather the children around the prayer space and ask some wondering questions: [
wonder what kind of person is called a saint? I wonder what the work of a saint might be? (You
may wish to share the introduction above.) Today we will hear the story of Blessed Absalom
Jones. Light the candle.

Opening prayer: Jesus, your saints are the lights of the world in every generation. Help us to
shine as they do, letting your light glow in us that through us others might see you. Amen.

Tell the story:

Absalom Jones was born into slavery in Delaware in the 1700s. When he was sixteen, he was
sold away from his mother and six brothers and sisters and was sent to Philadelphia with his new
owner.

Young Absalom wanted to learn. He managed to get and keep books which taught reading and
writing. He practiced hard until he could do both.

Absalom thought of others first. In 1770, he married an enslaved woman named Mary King. He
saved his money and took donations from friends to buy her freedom, instead of his own
freedom. In this way, his children would be born free, and not as slaves.

Absalom was courageous. He and his family attended St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church
in Philadelphia. The church leaders decided that they would segregate (separate) African






