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St. Martin’s Church was erected in 1886, the work of architect William A. Potter. Called

Holy Trinity Church at the time, it was home to an af�uent congregation. In April of 1925,

�re destroyed Holy Trinity, only the four walls surviving. The congregation decided to

move to Inwood, and the Lenox Avenue property was deeded to the Diocese of New

York. St. Martin’s was organized as a mission in 1928 and the �rst services were held in

the Parish Hall in February.

St. Martin’s grew rapidly in the 1930s under the sponsorship of the City Mission Society

and with the support of Bishop William T. Manning. This signi�cant growth was due in

part to the Caribbean migration to the United States. The waves of change coming to the US “broke mainly on

the shores of Manhattan” and the pews of St. Martin’s were �lled with Caribbean newcomers. With Harlem

becoming the largest West Indian city in the world, St. Martin’s Episcopal Church was soon known as “the

Caribbean church.”

St. Martin’s was active in the community, concentrating on the elimination of racial discriminatory practices

by Harlem stores on West 125th Street, and working to integrate major league baseball in the 1940s. To help

empower its congregation in a still-segregated society, St. Martin’s established a federal credit union in 1937,

making it possible for its members to obtain mortgages and acquire real property. Disaster struck in January

of 1939 when the church was again ravaged by �re. Under the leadership of Dr. John H. Johnson, St. Martin’s

was rebuilt once more.  It was incorporated in March of 1940 and later that year admitted into the Diocese of

New York as an independent parish.

St. Martin’s members commissioned the manufacture and installation of a forty-two bell carillon in the late

1940s, made possible by small contributions from its congregation. The carillon was forged by the Van Bergen

Bell Foundry in the Netherlands and installed in 1949, during the rectorship of the Rev. John H. Johnson, father

of the current rector, Johan Johnson. The second largest in New York City after that at Riverside Church, the
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carillon has attracted visitors from all over the world and all walks of life.  Among its most

aristocratic guests were Queen Juliana of the Netherlands, who visited in 1952, and

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, who attended its dedication in 1954.

St. Martin’s bells have been silenced after 65 years, the result of weather damage and

degradation, yet the carillon remains a Harlem treasure.

St. Martin’s “Raise the Roof” Committee is launching a capital

campaign to raise money to proceed with the restoration and

preservation of this historic community landmark, which the NYC

Landmarks Preservation Commission calls “undoubtedly the

handsomest example” of the Romanesque Revival architectural

style in all of Manhattan.

Help us Raise the Roof Today!

Please consider a tax-deductible donation.
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